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1911 House of Commons, 100 appointed by the Crown in proportion to
ge the strength of parties in the House of Commons, and the remaining
thirty composed of Judicial dignitaries and spiritual Lords. Inez-"
dentally the Bill invaded the Royal prerogative, since it limited the
number of new Peers to be created in any one given year to five
and laid down that no hereditary Peer was to be summoned to the
new Upper House, unless he were a Lord of Parliament as defined
in the Bill. This meant that the constitutional remedy of a creation
of Peers for a deadlock between the two Houses would be removed.
It was inferred from Lord Lansdowne's speech that in the event of
differences between the two Houses, the procedure was to be by way
of Conferences, joint sittings, and eventually the referendum—in
effect the method which the Unionist leaders had proposed at the
Constitutional Conference in the previous autumn.
Lord Lansdowne frankly described his Bill as " a death-blow to
the House of Lords as many of us have known it for so long," and
his biographer records that it was " received by a crowded and
attentive House in a dignified, if frigid, silence." It was said at the
time that if the Peers had been asked to choose between the Parlia-
ment Bill and the Lansdowne Bill, and a vote had been taken by
ballot, an actual majority would have accepted the former as the
lesser evil. For the great majority of Peers the choice was between
a limitation of power and a total loss both of power and status.
Still worse, it became clear, as the debate proceeded, that if this plan
were persisted in, they would be in considerable danger of having
to accept both the whips of their own party and the scorpions of
the other party. Lord Morley, speaking for the Government, gave
the Bill a slightly ironical approval as a long advance on anything
hitherto proposed, but said plainly that though it might or might
not prove to be " a possible supplement or complement to the
Parliament Bill, there was one thing it could not be, and that was a
substitute or an alternative for the Parliament Bill." The Peers
now saw hanging over them the Parliament Bill plus the Lansdowne
Bill, and the more conservative complained bitterly that the citadel
was being betrayed from within just at the moment when it was
being attacked from without. In the previous year when Lord
Rosebery introduced his Resolutions on Reform, Lord Halsbury had
issued an appeal to his brother Peers to " take your stand on yotir
wostitutional hereditary right and stoutly resist any tampering
with it," and more and more of them began now to look to Lord
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